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The diagram at the right displays the current 
Oct 2001 board, with the results of last Oct 1999 Oct 2000 Oct 2001 Oct 2002 
month's election. Welcome to. the new board 
members Bob Wogaman KB@B and Aaron 
Pelouze KD6FLM, and thanks to outgoing 
board member Rhoda Anderson KB2BZY for 
your service. Note that some of last year’s 
board members that had expiring terms have 
been reelected, or are serving in continuing 
positions. Sid White K4ARM, Rick Brown 
K@SU and Rob Roller N7LV continue on the 
board as past president, president, and @-Beat 
editor respectively. 


| Photo by K. Mark Caviezel KCOJHO 
November Program is on GPS, presented by Dick Pache K2LCT 
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Meetings Our monthly Officers an d Directors 


meetings are normally held on President Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423  kOsu@arrl.net 

the 2nd Wednesday of each Vice-President Mike Anderson WV7T 634-7168  wv7t@aol.com Eom 
month at 7 pm at Mount Calvary *Secretary Mike Allen N@MIK 594-4896  nOmik@arrl.net 
Lutheran Church, 1318 N. ¥ 

Circle Drive Abowtt72 Way Treasurer Ron Deutsch NK@P 593-8352  nkOp@arri.net 
Hetivben FA atte aeeiand eoerd Member Bob Wogaman KB@B 531-0511 kbOb@worldnet.att.net 
Constitution Ave'on N. Circle. Board Member Jerry VerDuft AD@A 634-8066  verduftj@earthlink.net 
Our Annual meeting is in “Board Member Tom McDaniel N@NTX 570-1465 nOntx@amsatiorg 
October. Check the web site for Board Member Aaron Pelouze KD6FLM 282-9715 — kd6flm@aol.com 

any changes. Past President Sid White K4ARM 495-4147 — k4arm@arrl.net 
Regular License Exam Sessions @-Beat Editor Rob Roller N7LV 282-0204 — n7lv@amsat.org 
PPRAA ARRL test sessions on : 


the 2nd Saturday of even 
numbered months at 0900 at the 
Denver Technical College, 3245 


Committee Chairs & Other Contacts —_—/ 


A Activity (vacant -- volunteer desperately needed !!!) 

International Cr, across from ae ; ; 
Meniorial Park. Contact Erik Auditing Kate Ellis KC@EGJ 550-0285 __ ellis3240@aol.com 
KGOXE for details. Asset Mike Stansberry  K@TER 636-1290 _kOter@arrl.net 
Examinees need to bring (1) Historian Roger Eslick N@VR 272-9036 —_reslick@qwest.net 
$10, preferably a check or Interference Bill Petty N@NJX 532-1439 —_william.petty@lsil.com 
money order payable to Membership Les Borst KCZNC 634-3995 kcOnc@worldnet.att.net 
ARRL/VE; (2) picture ID; (3) Programs Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423 _ kOsu@arrl.net 
the signed _ and eri of Publicity Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423 kOsu@arrl.net 
paccllaa sic st ee egaP ener | Public Service Mike Stansberry  K@TER 636-1290  kOter@arri.net 
license and CSCEs you have i ams : 
(we keep the copies); and (4) a Hamfest . Bob Rails" Ryals KI@GF 265-9950 —rryals@pcisys.net 

_ pen, pencil, and calculator if Technical Education Linda Hedges KBORKW = 683-7828 }~=—kbOrkw@juno.com 
needed. Memory calculators VE Testing Erik Mugele KG@XE 278-4363 — erik@teuton.org = 


will be checked. 


PPRAA Web Page See it at 
http://www.qsl.net/ppraa/. 
Thanks to Rick Brown K@SU, 
our webmaster and reflector 
maintainer. 


Get on the PPRAA E-mail 

Reflector Stay on top of new or 
short-fused developments. Send 
e-mail to majordomo@qth.net; 
within the body type “subscribe 


@-Beat Rob Roll N7LV 282-0204 I 1S; 


g Club Programs —_—|/ 
ae GPS, by Dick Pache K2LCT 
Dee ic ,.casnesictiss Christmas Party! 


ppraanet”. 


PPRAA Simplex Net All 
amateurs are invited to join us 
on Thursday evenings at 1900 
on 146.58 MHz simplex for our 
club net. Get the latest club and 
regional happenings! 


Articles for the O-Beat Deadline 
for articles or ads for the 
December issue is Nov 26. 
Submit articles by e-mail, US 
Mail, telephone or in person to the 
editor. Editor reserves right to 
correct for readability, grammar, 
spelling, punctuation and length. 
Nonprofit Organization The 
PPRAA is a federal 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization and 
welcomes all contributions. Your 


The @-Beat is published monthly in the interest of the members of the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc, P.O. Box 16521, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521. Permission is granted to reprint articles provided credit is given-to both the author and the @-Beat, 
For membership and subscriptions see the back inside cover of this publication. Monthly advertising rates:. Full page $48; Half page $24; 
Quarter page $12; Business card $6. Rates are billed quarterly. Send advertisements and payments to Pikes Peak Radio Amateur 
Association, Inc, P.O. Box 16521, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521. 


contributions/ donations may be 
tax-deductible. 


O-Beat Available Electronical! 
in PDF form via e-mail. Conta 
the editor for details. 


@-Beat Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association 


November 2001 


JOTA Filled With Space Events This Year! 


de KBOPPM Dan Scott 


(Photos by Dan Scott KB@PPM and John Chapman 
NO@KIC) Jamboree-On-The-Air (JOTA) was a really fun 
event for the scout participants and well as the volunteers. 
This year PPRAA and MARC sponsored the event at the El 
Paso County Fairgrounds in Calhan, offering the Scouts 
various aspects of amateur radio. Besides PPRAA and 
MARC, three other organizations put on a superb show to 
help us out: Colorado Springs Rocket Society 


(COSROCS), Edge Of Space Sciences (EOSS), and ION- 
GPS. 


Mike KOTER arrived early Friday afternoon working 
diligently to get a few misconceptions about the site layout 
straightened around with the seriously wonderful folks that 
ran the fairgrounds. Mike finished setting up his trailer and 
was working a couple of nets when I showed up around 
2100 (I know, I said I’d be there around 1500; well I 
wasn’t!) followed shortly by the EOSS trailer at 2230. 


Saturday morning things started happening around 0600. I 
don’t really have a clue what those things were since I was 
still trying to sleep at a campsite about ten miles away (the 
~~ dog next door was set on a fifteen minute timer from 
around 0100 until the time I left!). 
By 0730 the setup at the site was 
moving along. Mike KOTER 
brought the club’s portable tower ana 
we started to set it up. By the 0800 
start time (OK, I wasn’t ready until 
0830 or so) the site was operational 
with HF, VHF/UHF, AMSAT, and 
PSK-31. All this along with the ION- 
GPS group and merit badges: 
Electricity, Electronics, Radio, 
Weather, and Space Exploration. 


The 0900 balloon launch was really a 
sight to behold. Mike K@TER started 
the EOSS 40-meter net prior to the 
launch with Wes KOHBZ riding 
shotgun. EOSS not only did a great 
job of getting the balloon ready, but a 
great job working with Scouts and 
scoutmasters as well. EOSS had the 
Scouts handling the payloads for the 
launch, The launch was a beautiful 
thing, followed by a mad dash to the 

control trailer where the Scouts were 
able to follow the balloon along its 
path using the two APRS systems and 
ATV monitors. 


O-Beat 


Page 3 


Club and Local News 


Some Scouts taking a “laid back” approach to tracking the EOSS balloon. 


Many scouts made contacts via the cross-band repeater. 
There was a Scout camporee just outside Wichita, KS that 
could pick up the telemetry information but were unable to 
make contact through the repeater. People were glued to 
the ATV tube as the balloon ascended through 90,000 feet. 
At 92,161 feet there was a loud cheer when balloon burst. 


After the balloon launch things got moving in the exhibit 
hall. The HF station operated by Shel KFOUR stayed busy 
with contacts through out the US and Europe. Bob 
WL7RV did a great job showing off PSK-31. Aaron 
KD6FLM had Scouts on the air using UHF and VHF. In 
the satellite corner Tom N@NTX was working both voice 
and digital satellites and a representative from ION-GPS 
explained GPS satellites. Scouts were running around the 
grounds following the GPS course laid out by ION-GPS. 


Gene K@JHH taught the Space Exploration merit badge 
and could really grab the attention for the kids! Warren 
from COSROCS was there to allow the Scouts to launch 
model rockets to complete the Space Exploration merit 
badge. 


Carlos KBOREI worked Scouts through the Electricity, 
Electronics, and Radio merit badges. What a great job! He 
now has his next few weeks scheduled for him. He is 
meeting with groups of Scouts to finish up their merit 
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The curvature of the Earth from about 90,000 ft above Colorado! 


badges! Jeff NOWPA was the Weather merit badge 
counselor. 


This was a great time! The Scout participation was low, 
but that was my fault for not getting the word out in time. 
I’m looking for help now for next year’s JOTA event, so if 
you want to help plan get in touch (kbOppm@arrl.net). 


President’s Corner 
de KQSU Rick Brown 


I would like to take a little space here to thank those folks 


who urged me to run for the club president position. I hope 
I meet your expectation and this will prove to be a 
successful year for the PPRAA. I would also like to thank 
all of the folks who served as officers and board members 
for the past year. It is a tireless job and I am pleased there 
are club members who are willing to help keep the club 
active. 


I have always said the PPRAA is the best and most active 
club I have ever been a part of. I hope that we can 
continue that tradition. Personally, I hope that in the 
coming year we can work to increase club members 
knowledge, technical, and operating ability, I don’t have 
any real thoughts on how to do that, so if you can help me 
out I would certainly appreciate it. Also, we need to ensure 
our members are ready, willing, and able to be a part of our 
clubs public service effort. If you would like to do more 
for and with the club please don’t hesitate to step forward 
and let us know. 


I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting. 


Photo by K. Mark Caviezel KCO@JHO 
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New High School 


Club in Town! 
de KBOPPM Dan Scott 


There’s a new high school 
amateur radio club in town! 
Jay Temple, a new science 
teacher and amateur radio 
operator W5JQ has started 
an amateur radio club at 
Cheyenne Mountain High 
School. Seven members of 
the club are just about ready 
to take their code test as 
well as their Tech tests. 


The only radio equipment 
the high school has is a 
donated TA-33 Beam (no 
rotor or tripod roof mount), 
They are in desperate need 
of donations so they can get 
on the air by the time the 
students start passing their tests. . 


If you can help, or a club can help, please contact: Jay 


Temple W5JQ at jtemple@pcisys.net - and/or — me at 
kbOppm@arrl.net Thanks es 73! 


PPRAA Reflector 
de K@SU Rick Brown 


I have received many e-mail reflector questions, and | 
thought I would take this opportunity to give out some 
helpful information. This will probably be a continuing 
saga, so if I don’t answer your questions here, send me an 
e-mail and I will try to get to it next month. 


The PPRAA is a closed reflector. That means you must be 
a PPRAA member to be subscribed to the reflector. If you 
are a club member, and are not getting messages, please 
contact me to get added to the list. Being a member or 
subscriber to the reflector means you get all messages sent 
to the reflector. It also means you can send one message to 
the reflector and everyone will receive that message. 


Messages to the reflector should be of general interest to 
the club members. Occasional for sale messages of 
equipment, a question about radio, or things of that nature 
are encouraged. This is typically a low usage reflector. 
One or two messages a day is about all we see. I have been 
on some reflectors that run 75 messages a day or more!! 


Your e-mail address is the first thing to talk about. 
Whatever e-mail address you put on your membership 
form is the address that is used to subscribe to the list. If 
you would like to use a different address for some reason 
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please let us know. Many of us have several addresses 
these days and that can sometimes cause confusion on the 

’ reflector. That is especially true if you use an alias like 
kOsu#arrl net or hOsu@égsLnet on the reflector, If I were 
to use those addresses on the reflector | would receive mail 
Just fine. I would not be able to send mail from my real 
address however as the reflector only allows people to send 
from the address they have used to subscribe. I routinely 
see messages from people that subscribe from one address, 
then use another to send a message to the reflector. 


Please, please, inform me if you change your e-mail 
address. Anytime the reflector tries to send a message to 
an address that is no longer in use, I get message from the 
reflector letting me know that. If] don’t know you have 
changed addresses it is hard to track you down. Again, I 
typically get one or two of these messages every time 
someone sends a message to the reflector. I usually wait a 
day or two to see if the problem corrects itself, then I delete 
that address from the reflector Jist. 


Any message that is not sent correctly or is submitted by 
non-members “bounces” to me. If the message is from a 
non-member, especially “spam”, I just delete it. If the 
message is from a member who used the wrong address, 
like their work address instead of their home address, | try 
to take some action to get that message out to the reflector. 


_ This has already rambled longer than I intended so 1 will 
just plan on writing more for next month. Again, let me 
know if you have questions and I will try to answer for 
you, and for everyone on the list. 


Colorado 14er Event Results 
de KBOCY Bob Witte 


Every August a group of amateur radio operators make 
their assault on the 14,000 foot mountains of Colorado 
during The Colorado 14er Event. The basic idea of the 
event is to promote the use and understanding of amateur 
radio via mountaintop operation while having a bunch of 
fun. Most operators climb to their summit on foot so they 
tend to use 2M or dualband 2M / 70 cm FM handheld 
radios. Of the 54 peaks that are 14,000 feet or higher, three 
of them can be reached via vehicle; Pikes Peak, Mount 
Evans and Mount Bross. (Bross is 4WD only, the others 
are 2WD.) The drive-up mountains tend to have larger 
operations, including CW/SSB VHF and HF. 


We had 15 peaks activated this year, which is a little lower 
than normal. While the weather forecast looked a bit 
unsettled going into the weekend, the actual weather was 
near perfect with no one reporting any significant problems 
with thunderstorms. Often those famous afternoon 
thundershowers arrive around noon to chase the climbers 
down the mountain. For those operators that did make 
their summit, it was a great day to be there. 


O-Beat 


From various peaks, activity occurred on HF, 50 MHz, 144 
Mhz, 222 MHz, 430 MHz and 10 GHz, using a variety of 
modes (CW, SSB, FM, PSK31). Most of the contacts were 
on 2M FM, due to the popularity of that band/mode and the 
compact, lightweight nature of the equipment. 70 cm FM 
(440 MHz) was the second most popular mode due to the 
availability of dualband HTs. While the event will tend to 
remain centered on VHF FM due to the need for 
portability, we encourage everyone to experiment with 
different bands and modes as they see fit. Phil NOKE 
made the first 10 GHz contacts in the event and the K@YB 
crew on Pikes Peak had the first APRS station. 


[Summit | Callsign (name) 
all a 
KC@FDT (Donna 


KB@UAA (IASS club 
KC@GON (lan 


KC@CEN(Daniel 


Kristin), KC@MOM (Carol 


The longest distance contact between 14er stations was on 
2M FM between KBQ@UAA on Mount Evans and 
KC@CAV on Handies Peak for a distance of 153 miles. 
The record for best DX between 14er stations is 188 miles, 
set in 1995 during a QSO between Andy AA@CM on 
Longs Peak and Jan W3GEY on Sunshine Peak. 


A new 2M all-mode record of 551 miles was set by 
N@XDW and NOKE on Mt Bross, who both worked 
W7XU near Parker, South Dakota (Grid EN13lm). This 
blew away the old record set last year by the crew on 
Mount Evans (W4HXS operated by NOXDW) when they 
worked NSOBA down in New Mexico for a distance of 
395 miles. Evans and Bross have the advantage of being 
drive-up mountains, so they tend to take more equipment 
up and run more power. 


Of course, let's not get hung up on distance records. 
Tracking distance records helps people understand the kind 
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of DX that is possible on VHF and up without the use of 
exotic equipment or requiring exceptional operating 
conditions. The main goal is to get out in the mountains, 
see who we can work, learn something about radio 
communications and have some fun along the way! 
Thanks to everyone that came out and activated the 
mountaintops. As usual, we had a good mix of returning 
|4er event veterans and new participants. I hope everyone 
had a fun, safe experience. Also, thanks goes to all of the 
operators that took the time to work the mountaintop 
stations from down below. A special event QSL card is 
available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelop to 
the mountaintop station or to KOYB. 


Mark your calendars for next year’s event: AUGUST 25, 
2002. For more detailed information, see the |4er event 
web site listed below. The Colorado 14er Event is 
sponsored by The Colorado 14er Event Task Force, which 
can be reached at into@Colorado]4erEvent.org 
Colorado 14er Event website: 
<hup://www.Colorade |4erE vent. ore> 

Yahoo Groups website for email list and file sharing: 
hup://eroups.vahoo.com/eroup/ham | 4er 


Casual Contesting 
de WV7T Mike Anderson 


The cold winds are blowing, my grass has already died, the 
ash tree in the backyard is naked, and I’m wearing a jacket 
I haven’t seen since last fall, so it must be time for winter. 

| get little time on-the-air during the year and use 
contesting to make up that time in a compressed fashion. 
Now November is upon us and there are several 
opportunities my team and I (cuz I know some of you want 
to join me) will embark upor. AJl the contests will be 
operated in the multiple-operator category, so if you’d like 
to come over and help me I'd love the company. We will 
be operating QRP, between 1-5 W. You don’t have to 
make contacts, logging and double-checking for dupes will 
be jobs in themselves. 


I contest casually, that is, | work stations for a while then 
break off to do something else then go back to operating. I 
don’t remember working a full 24-hour contest since the 
late 80s. My goals are the participation pins from ARRL 
and adding new countries for DXCC-QRP. John Roth 
N@®QJS and | did very well last year getting 4 pins, first 
place Colorado Multi-Op @ 3.9watts (ARRL CW 
Sweepstakes), and first place Division Multi-Op (RTTY) 
certificates. 


November’s challenges: 
> ARRL Sweepstakes (CW) 2100z 3™ to 0300z 5". 


» QRP Amateur Radio Club International’s “Running of 
the Bulls” (CW) 2100z 3" to 0300z 5". 


November 2001 

ARRL Sweepstakes (SSB) 2100z 17" to 0300z 19” 
> CQ World Wide DX Contest (CW) 0000z 24" to 

2400z 25". 
Special Event Station, KOUSN 

November 11", 2001 

Memorial Park 

20m, 6m, 146.52 

Start 7am end 4pm 
(I could use some operators) 
In the months to come the team’s efforts will be on HF, 
VHF, and UHF. So let me know if you'd like to stop in and 
visit for a while and be part of the team effort. 


To Re-Vanity --- Or Not?! 
de NOABC Dennis Major 


Okay. It's like this. After finally getting my code behind 


me back in May (thanks again, Jerry ADOA, Mike WV7T, 
et al!) and after upgrading to General (and testing for 
Extra, but JUST missing it) at the swapfest in June, I did 
upgrade to Extra on Oct. 13th. After finishing the test, one 
of the VEs happened to ask me if I was considering getting 
a new vanity callsign - a 1x2 or 2x1, now that I was 
eligible for it. My initial response was that I didn't think I 
would - that I paid a LOT for the one I have ($50 back 
then), and I was hoping to see it fully amortized over 10 
years. BUT, the question stuck in my craw, as they. say, 
and | started thinking about the pros and cons of getting a 
new vanity call. 


alien 


When I first obtained my Technician class license, I was 
granted the callsign KBOSXC. I found it difficult to say 
this more than a few times within a short period and still 
have it be understood. It would usually sound like another, 
especially KBOSXE. In fact, try saying each of those, out 
loud (if nobody else is around!) a couple of times. Now 
you may understand why I was so anxious for the window 
of opportunity where Technician class licensees could go 
for a vanity call! 


One of the first considerations about a vanity call is which 
region (number) do you want to go for. I had already 
become frustrated with the few commercial establishments 
who are willing and able to include a slashed zero into 
personalization of products: checks, rubber stamps, address 
labels, etc. This made me strongly consider ANY of the 
other numerals 1 - 9. But, they say there's no place like 
home (or home region), and if ] did ever happen to get on 
HF and into contesting, I didn't want to have to bother with 
adding a "stroke zero /0". 


I had been all set to go with my initials for my new vanity 
callsign, right up until I submitted my list. My initials, 
DGM, had always been very easy with the phonetic 
alphabet - Delta-Golf-Mike, but ] had heard and read about 
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the popularity of the sequential first and last alphabet 
letters, ABC and XYZ, for vanity calls. So, I found that 
NOABC had not been taken, I put that first on my list fully 
_ not expecting to get it, but voila! And, considering the 
comments/compliments I've heard/received, even at this 
past Saturday's RMRL Swapfest, I'm quite happy with it. 


With my upgrade, and with the aforementioned question, | 
just HAD to take a look at what was available. Mostly, I 
just looked at the available 1x2s and 2x1s in the zero 
region. I found a few which were noteworthy, such as: 
WEOB = Weak Electron Zero Beat 

KNOD = Kinda NODded off 

ACO0O = Gesundheit! 

NBOP, WBOP = Jazz enthusiasts 

KVOR = should be an employee of KVOR (740 AM), or 
KiloVolt Zero Resistance 

KWOV = KiloWatt Zero Volts 


When I was originally considering a vanity callsign (1x3), I 
took a look at some of those which start with K9 (canine) 
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but was rather dismayed that many of those were taken, 
such as K9DOG, K9CAT, K9BON, etc. Recently I took a 
peek at what was still available using that theme. Here are 
four that I found still available: 


K9GON = Doggone 

K9LEG = Dogleg 

K9PEE = source of yellow snow 
K9POO = land mines in the yard 


So, to make a long story short (yeah, right!), I am and will 
be happy with the vanity call I have. It's easy to say, easy 
to remember, and I don't consider it paid off yet! (And 1 
prefer the previous, embossed Colorado ham call-plates!) 
I'm just not sure what the ABC stands for. Maybe "Always 
Buy Colorado” or "After Better Conditions". Any 
suggestions out there? In the meantime, I'll keep trying to 
introduce the concept of Alt-0216 (slashed zero) to those 
companies who don't like to acknowledge the difference 
between O and 0. 73 de N@ABC 


Scoutsat the JOTA experience a variety of programs (clockwise from top left): Waiting for the balloon launch; two 
Scouts on HF; Bob WL7RV shows off PSK-31; KOTER’s traffic trailer; and some Scouts getting a GPS orientation. 
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Public Service & Emergency Communications 


The PPRAA is an ARRL Special Services Club, but it is not an emergency services club Itself. The PPRAA supports all amateur radio involvement in public service and emergency communications 


in any way it can, including reporting activities happening in the region. These columns are based on available knowledge of the editor, and the opinions expressed are not necessarily the opinions 
of RACES, ARES, Skywam or any other organization, or their leadership. Logos used with permission. 
if 


RACES 


{Radio Arwateur Civil Emergency Service, 


http: //www.qsl.net/epcraces/ 


VHF Net Tuesdays at 1930 on 146.76 MHz 
CMRG repeater 
Tony Dal Lago KC4VMB, RACES Officer 


The net contro] schedule has been updated. Contact Fred 
KC@FRM or check the web site. Regarding training, Dave 
N@®UVR gave an excellent presentation on direction finding 
last month. This month we'll have Skee Hipszky NOPRY, 
speaking on winter survival. Skee gives a presentation on 
this subject each year, and it’s definitely worth the refresher! 
We recently conducted an aeronautical ATV exercise, 
putting an ATV camera aboard an aircraft and beaming 
images back to the OEM. Also, RACES participated in a 
prescribed burn in late Oct, assisting by taking weather 
measurements. Gave us another opportunity to learn to use 
the new 800 MHz radios. 


Other Public Service Activities: You may recall last 
year that hams assisted with the Salvation Army . 
Thanksgiving dinners. In conjunction with Fort Carson, 
the Salvation Army fed may of the city’s homeless and 
other needy families. Richard Fredricy KB@LWJ and Pat 
Conner NOTSR initiated the ham radio support for this 
event. In the years before ham radio, the event organizers 
used cell phones to coordinate the delivery of food between 
the kitchen, the serving locations, and the drivers. They 
discovered that cell phones were an ineffective way of 
communicating between numerous location, and the lack of 
network controls made comm difficult. Ham radio really 
improved the situation. Richard and Pat asked for, and 
received, assistance from the PPARES. 


This year, though, with the state of security at Fort Carson, 
hams will not be allowed ride along with the trucks, so the 
event organizers are falling back to the use of cellular 
phones. So, although ham radio may still play a part in the 
event, it appears that since hams will not be allowed to ride 
along on the trucks, nor will they have easy access to the 


http: //www.qsl.net/ppares/ 


VHF Net Tuesdays at 1900 on 146,97 MHz 
PPFMA repeater 
Wes Wilson KOHBZ, EC 


There have been some staff changes: Ben NOLNW is the 
new hospital liaison, and Bob AE@B has stepped down after 
a number of years as technical coordinator. Thanks to you 
both! PPARES may be getting new IC cards soon due to 
heightened states of security at served agencies. We may 
also see another ham antenna at the AMR ambulance office 
on Powers. Someone neglected to unplug the coax from the 
HF radio at the Red Cross building, and the rig and P/S got 
fried by lightning a while back. The PPRAA may be loaning 
a radio long-term to the Red Cross, but we'll have to have 
more training on station operation to prevent another fried 
radio. There will be a couple of fire station open houses and 
PPARES will set up some demos at stations #16 and #18 in 
Nov. Finally, looks like PPARES will again participate in 
the annual Nat’! WX Service Field Day. The NWS PUB will 
host the event. That’|I be at the end of Nov, so anyone 
interested in participating contact Sid K4ARM. 


kitchen, plus since they’re using cell phones anyway, 
PPARES will not be giving the support as in previous 
years. 


To find out more about any ham radio support, contact 
Richard Fredricy or Pat Conner, who usually are found on 
the CSARA 146.625 repeater. 


Dayton Hamvention to Focus on Emergency 
Communications: Next year’s Dayton Hamvention, 
sponsored by the Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
(DARA), will focus on emergency communications and 
preparedness, according to a news bulletin from the ARRL. 
The focus is out of concern for the tragic events of 
September 11, and to show support for amateur radio in 
general. With all sorts of unknown possibilities still ahead 
for the citizens of America, many ARES and RACES 
groups are trying to build up the state of preparedness for 
their groups. Slated for May 17 to 19, 2002, the 
Hamvention committee is expecting record crowds next 
year. If you’ve never visited Dayton before, this may be a 
good one to start with! 
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Club Business 


Board Meeting Minutes 
de NOMIK Mike Allen, Secretary 


The October 15, 2001 PPRAA Board of 
Directors meeting was called to order at 
7:06 PM by President Rick Brown, 
KQSU at the home of Ron Deutsch 
NK@P, Treasurer. Other board 
members in attendance were Sid, 
K4ARM, Aaron KD6FLM, Bob KB@B; Jerry AD@A, 
Rhoda, KB2BZY; Tom, NONTX; Rob, N7LV; Mike, 
WV7T; and Mike NOMIK. Club members Les KCONC 
and Jody KA@ROZ were also present. Rick KOSU 
addressed several topics. The first item of discussion 
covered the programs for the coming months. November’s 
program will be Dick K2LCT giving a presentation on 
GPS and how it relates to amateur radio. December’s 
program will be the Christmas party. Someone to head up 
organizing the party is needed. The party will be held on 
the second Friday in December (12/14) at The Springs City 
Church. January’s program has always been the Hombrew 
night, but this year’s will be changed slightly to “The 
Hombrew Project I’m Most Proud of’. For February, Ron 
NK@P will explore getting the ARRL Colorado Section 
liaison to the state government to speak to us. Rick noted 
that Kate KC@EGJ had inquired about scheduling the audit 
and the board agreed it should be done again this year. 
Mike Stansberry KOTER will have to inventory the club 
equipment again and Aaron KD6FLM will coordinate that 
inventory with Mike. Ben NOLNW has ordered 100 club 
logo patches and paid for them out of his own pocket. Bob 
K BOB made a motion that the club sell them for $5 each to 
cover Ben’s cost and make a little money for the club. Sid 
K4ARM seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
Rick then brought up his theme for the year, which will be 
a Focus on Competence. He would like to advance every 
member’s knowledge of radio in some area, and asked for 
ideas. Several were mentioned, including a combination 
Picnic/Antenna building project. Rob N7LV brought up 
the subject of the club’s public service. As a way to take a 
more active role in public service, he suggested some 
members might want to take the ARRL EmCom course, 
become certified to teach it, and become the focal point for 
taking the course. He will explore the topic and put 
information about it on the club web page. Sid K4AARM 
ran over the results of the questionnaire. Only 6 members 
responded, and about 3 were willing to explore the 
possibility of having a club station and were in favor of 
changing the meeting night/location to accommodate it. 
The board agreed it was not a statistically significant 
sample, so Rob will summarize the questionnaire and run it 


in @-Beat one more time. He will work with Rick KOSU 
to put it on the web as well. Results will be sent to Sid. 
Ron NK@P said he needed $25 for supplies. Sid KAARM 
made a motion to allocate the funds. It was seconded by 
Rob N7LV and passed unanimously. Ron also noted that 
the MS-150 chairman was resigning and that a new 
chairman would be needed if anyone was interested. Next 
year’s event is slated to be held between Fort Collins and 
Estes Park. The Colorado Council of Amateur Radio 
Clubs(CCARC) has agreed to provide seed money for a 
CO division convention. The focus would be on technical 
forums and be held in Denver. No date was specified. Ron 
also reviewed the new ARRL policy on renewals and new 
members signing up through the club. For every new 
member signing up through the club, the ARRL will give 
the club $15. Finally, he noted that there are no Official 
Observers (OOs) active in the region. There are many 
criteria to be met before being selected as an OO. OOs are 
focused on operations. Sid K4ARM brought up the fact 
that he has about 3 HF stations worth of gear in his garage. 
After much discussion on disposition of the equipment, the 
board decided to have Miriam KB@REJ’s school radio 
club write up a short essay on how they would use a 2 
meter rig, then donate one to the school (Panorama Middle 
school). Sid will coordinate with Miriam on the project. 
An HF station will be donated to Father John KBOUMU 
for use at his school and one to the Red Cross to replace 
the station lost in the lightning strike earlier this summer. 
Tom NONTX reminded everyone of the Jamboree on the 
Air (JOTA ) being held on the upcoming weekend out at 
Calhan. Mike NOMIK asked if a schedule of board 
meeting places could be developed. The board decided to 
schedule the next BOD meeting site on a month-by-month 
basis with the next meeting to be held at Rick K@SU’s. 
Rhoda KB2BZY announced the current club coffee maker 
is exceedingly slow and that another one should be 
obtained. She will use the coffee fund to purchase a new 
coffee maker for the club. Mike WV7T raised the question 
of whether the PPRAA should hold Field Day separately 
from MARC. There was little discussion and no decision 
was reached. Mike also asked about name badges for the 
new officers and board members. Ron NK@P will 
coordinate the order. Mike also announced that Russ 
KB@FNM and Rosie WA@MNL have a new e-mail 
address: russrosiel@juno.com. Reminding us of the 
Thursday evening club net, Mike asked as many officers as 
could to check in. Finally, he noted that ARRL flags are 
available for $50 each. The meeting adjourned at 2027. de 
Mike Allen N@MIK Secretary 
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General Meeting Minutes 
dle NOMIK Mike Allen, Secretary 


The meeting was called to order by the President, Sid 
White K4ARM at 1905. 35 members and guests were in 
attendance. Corrections to the minutes from the last 
meeting were noted, and are as follows: First, the minutes 
should have noted that the use of proxies at the vote on the 
by laws change was not allowed in accordance with current 
by laws; and second, the grand prize to be given away at 
the next Swapfest will be limited to a value of $600 to 
$700. The minutes were accepted with the noted 
corrections. Ron NK@P delivered the treasurer’s report 
noting we had over $3,800 in our accounts. Rick K@SU 
announced the program (and meeting) for December would 
be the club Christmas party. November’s program would 
be a presentation by Dick K2LCT on the Global 
Positioning System (GPS) and its relevance to amateur 
radio. Sid K4ARM noted that the first meeting of the 
Swapfest committee would be held on the last Saturday in 
November at the CSPD Falcon Substation. 
Announcements began with Moe WBORTE letting us 
know about the lunch bunch meeting on the 12" at the 
Hometown Buffet on Austin Bluffs. Ron NK@P told us 
that a change in ARRL renewal procedures will no longer 
result in a rebate to the club when current members renew 
through the club. However, the club will receive $15 for 
each new member if they sign up through the club. Mike 
WV7T announced he had a lot of ham gear for sale; that he 
and John NOQJS took 1* in CO in 2 recent contests, and 
that he was looking for assistance with future contests. 
Mike also plans to put a special event station on the air in 
Memorial park during Veteran’s Day this November. Rick 
KOSU briefed us on the inability of the club reflector to 
accept e-mail in HTML format. If HTML mail is sent to 
the reflector, it bounces and comes to him instead. For 
those of us who use America On Line (AOL), which uses 
an HTML format for it’s e-mail, a way around that was to 
access AOL via the web, then write and send e-mail to the 
reflector. The Hammy was presented to Ben N@LNW for 
his hard work with Skywarn during this last summer’s 
storm season. There was no old business. New business 
began with a request to publish the site of the next Board of 
Director’s meeting so that the general membership could 
attend if they wanted to, The board members agreed to do 
that and announced the Oct BOD meeting would be held at 
Ron NK@P’s house. Les KC@NC asked if the club paid 
for our'‘QSL net site. There is no charge for the use of 
QSL, however, the club does make a donation to aid in 
financing the QSL service. Dick K2LCT announced the 
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) and the concurrent Edge of 
Space Sciences (EOSS) balloon launch to be held October 
20" in Calhan. Dan KB@PPM later said the EOSS launch 
would include a camera as well as repeater payload. 


November 2001 
Volunteers are still needed to help with V/UHF and digital 
stations. Events would also include a weather balloon 
launch and several open rocket (Estes type) launches. Al 
N@OCMW noted that it is necessary to have a copy of your 
license when dealing with the Dept of Motor Vehicles 
regarding call sign plates for your car. Ron NK@P 
announced the Rocky Mtn Radio League (RMRL) hamfest 
being held.on October 20" in Golden at the Jefferson CO 
Fairgrounds. After the break and door prize drawings, the 
election of officers for the new term was held. Elected by 
acclamation were Rick K@SU, President; Mike WV7T, 
Vice-President, Mike NOMIK, Secretary, and Ron NK@P, 
Treasurer. Two Board of Directors positions were open 
and Bob KB@B, and Aaron KD6FLM announced they 
would run for those positions. With no other nominations, 
Bob and Aaron were elected by acclamation. Finally, Ron 
NK®@P announced that memberships were expiring in 
December and asked everyone to consider renewing early. 
The meeting was adjourned at 2016. . de Mike Allen 
N@MIK, Secretary 


Treasurer's Report 
de NK@P Ron Deutsch, Treasurer 


If your membership expires in Nov, pay: 
Full; $1.25 Family: $1.50 Associate: $1.00 
Senior: $0.83 Sr Family: $1.00 
to extend until Dee 2001 
Or, since this is a pretty small amount, you’re invited to 
add a full year’s dues when you pay now to extend to 
Dec 2002. 

New or renewals received after Jan 2001 are prorated to 
end on December 31. See the treasurer for details. 


Membership Committee Report 


de KC@GNC Les Borst 
Please walcome these New Members 
CHRISTOPHER MYERS ......cc0..ccccceseeeeces teens KLIDY 
DOUGLAS J. MYERS ........... gis sacheeatececasbeteten KL1DJ 
Members who need to see the treasurer 
LINDA HEDGES .........cccccccceccesccceslessscecsous KB@RKW 
ROBERT KUEGEMANN ..............-)--seeeeeeee KC@IVW 
DAVE URTIAL. uu... nsec sconmasecevsscunuzcasaseragenee N@UVR 
NATE LEACH q. cccpssscsvaseuss iseseateimcn cook KC@HPW 
DEBORAH LEACH ...00........--eececeeeeeeeseneeee KC@HNW 
PHILIP LEACH. cece. ccccececcsnenrennconeravsines sce: KK@PL 
Goodbye to tha following members 
JAMES ALBERTSON II) ....-....c.c.eececeeeeeeeee KC@HPV 
JEFF GOODWIN .........cccccecccceseecessseveeseeenares KC@FIJ 
Total Number of Members 
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i eter Dezember 2001 -- Piease ss see Page 2 for Points of Contact 


Wednesday [Thursday | 


CQ KK NAKK KKK \\\ i 


9 Weapons of Mass | 10 
Destruction City 
Exercise 
19 Board Meeting —F 21 MARC Mtg 22 Thanksgiving — 
26 ZB Deadline a 30 NWS Field Day | 1 NWS Field Day 


6 Colo Connection 8 MARC Xmas 
Xmas Party Party 
ee a ae PPRAA VE Testing 
12 PPRAA Mtg ee il 14 Lunch Bunch 15 
=e Xmas Pa 
exceed EE 


Questions about any event on this calendar? ——: missing? Contact a Board Member! 
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Membership Application for the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 16521, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 


In which activities would you 
Date: LK) New Member C1 Renewal ike to participate? 


: Field Day =O 
ame: Demonstrations 2oO 
Nets or round tables oo 

Address: ; . 
= Organize activities >O0 
City: State: in: Teach ham classes oO 


Full Member 
Family Membership 
Over 65 

Over 65 Family 

3 Associate 
Additional Family Members to Join/Renew: Q-Beat Only 

ARRL Dues Incl’d 
Donation to Club: 


Call: Class: NT+GAE 


Mbr of ARRL? 1 Yes CI No E-mail: 


Name: Call: Class: 


Name: Call: Class: ? Ss“ Jotal Enclosed: 


MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE 
Name: : Call: Class: 2 TO“PPRAA” 


Would you like to receive @-Beat electronically via e-mail in PDF format instead of a printed copy? OO Yes O No 


Circle your interests => HF / V/UHF / FM / SSB / Digital / DX / Contests / Technical / Hardware / Other 


Renew your ARRL membership through the PPRAA! Send your ARRL renewal form and your check for the amount due to the 
ARRL. to the PPRAA. Make the check payable to the PPRAA. The PPRAA will forward your renewal form to the ARRL. The 
PPRAA keeps $2. as a donation or commission, and pays the difference to the ARRL. 
New and renewing members must submit a completed application form along with your check to the Treasurer. 
Please Type or Print Clearly! 


* Due to a transitional period in the dues structure, see Treasurer’s columin for current amount if you’re renewing !! 
(If you don't want to cut up your @-Beai you can get an app off of the club's web site.) 
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Emo Bune 70cim Band Under Fire 
The next Lunch Bunch is Nov 16 at de NILV Rob Roller 
Home Town Buffet (Austin Bluffs & 
N Academy), 1130-1300. (Always the To summarize an ARRL article, a data device has been 
Friday following the club meeting.) developed for Part 15 operation using 433.92 MHz, right 
Moe WB@RTF is now coordinating smack in the ham band. It has the potential to cause 
the Lunch Bunch !! significant, continuous interference in the ham 70cm band, 


p and it’s getting support from companies such as UPS. The 
Hamtest lHorizan ARRL is opposing it, and your help is needed. Essentially 


~ May 17-19: Dayton Hamvention, Dayton Ohio. hams are being asked to contribute to ARRL’s legal effort, 
937-276-6930. P.O. Box 964, Dayton OH 45401- and to file comments with the FCC. Best bet is to read all 
0964. www. hamvention.org about it in QST or the ARRL web site. 
Dits & Bits 


Jess Miley KOTAA 
719 W 7th, Florence, CO, 81226 
719-784-3040 
Amateur & Hobby Radio Products, 

HF to GHz, large stock. 

30 day money back guarantee on used equipment. 
Excellent Tech @ $35 per hour. 

9-5 Tues-Fri, 9-1 Sat. 

Closed Sun & Mon. 

After hours available by phone contact. 


» lam looking for information and manuals for a 
Ramsey HR-1 receiver kit. Also, have a 1989 Dodge 
Ram Van, 66,000 miles. Would like to sell or trade for 
ham gear or both. Mike WV7T 


» Ihave anew UMAX Astra2000U Computer Scanner 
for sale of $50. Jerry ADOA 634-8066 
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Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 16521 
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 USA 


First Class Mail 


To: 


